UNOCCUPIED   ZONE

The question of food sets town and country in opposi-
tion, and, at Marseilles, more die from hunger than in
Paris. It needed the Machiavellian wit of Hitler to divide
France into two zones.

There is something yet more serious. It is the oath to
himself which the Marshal requires, an oath due only to
God. "I swear faithfulness to you . . "

Though this oath demanded from Legionnaires is, to
my mind, of little consequence, when required from judges,
professors, and civil servants, it cannot do other than
offend their consciences.

One of my earliest de Gaullist friends, a university
professor and a fervent Catholic, who had to take this
oath of loyalty to Petain, came and asked me what he
should do. I advised him to take the oath, assuring him
that an oath sworn under constraint is worthless. Yet
consciences are no less troubled.

The duplicity of Vichy is unspeakable. After the
armistice, aeroplanes ordered from the United States
were turned over to the Germans as soon as they arrived
at Casablanca.

General Weygand gave an address to the reserve officers
and N.C.O.s of the African army. A correspondent at
Dakar sent me the full text. I thought that the ex-
Generalissimo and Minister of War would have exalted
the patriotic sentiments of the colonials. He contented
himself with justifying his own part in the armistice. . . .
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